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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 21-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 21 is not clearly understood because the phrases "in particular, one-piece storage 
plate" and "in particular a push button" can be limitations or examples. The phrases have 
been read as examples. Similar issues regarding phrases that use 'in particular" exist in claims 
23, 25, 39,31,33, and 39. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 21-23, 26, 29-31, 34, 37, and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by DE 4013158. 

DE 4013158 discloses a rear parcel shelf (10) with a fixing device that retains the parcel shelf 
in a vehicle, as disclosed in the abstract and shown in Figures 1 and 3. The parcel shelf 
forms a storage surface as broadly claimed in that objects can be placed on top of the shelf. 
An actuating element (13) releases the connection between the vehicle and the parcel shelf. 
A detent connection retains the storage surface and is formed by a detent spring (1 5) which 
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is connected to a part (17) being secured to the vehicle, as shown in Figure 3. A detent 
element (24) is connected to the storage surface, as shown in Figure 3. The actuating 
element (13) includes a releasing device (31) that releases the detent connection, as shown in 
Figure 3. The releasing device is formed to penetrate into and expand a clearance between 
the detent spring (1 5) and the detent element (24) when the detent connection is released, as 
shown in Figure 3. In reference to claims 22 and 30, element (26) meets the limitations for 
the recessed grip lower part in that it is arranged at the lower side of the storage plate and 
forms a recessed grip with the storage plate that is accessible when the actuating element is 
actuated. In reference to claims 23 and 31, the releasing device (31) is a component of a 
push button lower part of the actuating device (13) and includes a guide element (28), as 
shown in Figure 3. The guide element is fixed in a guide contour, the vertical walls adjacent 
to the lead lines of reference numbers (28,29) as shown in Figure 3, associated with the 
storage plate and connected with this in a one-piece manner. In reference to claims 26 and 
34, the releasing device (31) is designed as a wedge which is slanted at the free end, as shown 
in Figure 3. The releasing device (31) is situated under the push button (13) perpendicular to 
a plane defined by the storage plate, as shown in Figure 3. In reference to claims 37 and 38, 
the vehicle has a rear parcel shelf according to claim 21 and the fixing device according to 
claim 29. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 24, 25, 27, 28, 32, 33, 35, 36, 39, and 40 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome 
the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to GREGORY BLANKENSHIP whose telephone number is (571)272-6656. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Glenn Dayoan can be reached on 571-272-6659. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Greg Blankenship/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3612 
September 28, 2009 



